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Now across the way at the 
Empire Pool Wembley 
the SKOL 6 cycle race 


Superfast racing on the wooden 160 metre b | 
52 degree banked track by the world’s greatest SOI 
cycling professionals. bh Jd 


@ Endurance racing 

@ Motorpaced racing 

@ Sprinting 

@ See Britain’s ace Tony Gowland race 
against the continentals 

@ Music with the SUNSETS STEEL 
ORCHESTRA from the Caribbean 

@ Bar open till 1 a.m. tonight Sept. 16th 





Sept. 15th to 20th from 7 p.m. nightly. Seats £2: £1.50: £1: 50p. 








SPEEDWAY TAKES ITS 
RIGHTFUL PLACE 


By Nelson Mills Baldwin, Chairman, 
Speedway Control Board 


HE crowd, the atmosphere, the 

venue; our international visitors 
from Sweden, Denmark, Norway, USSR, 
Poland and Czechoslovakia, a whole 
host of champions, past, present and to 
come; all these ingredients make an 
outstanding night of sport which rivals 
anything football, cricket, tennis, boxing 
or horse-racing can offer. 

And there are signs that at last the 
non-speedway press are waking up to the 
fact that an awful lot of people in Great 
Britain follow speedway as their No. 1 
sport and expect to read something 
about it in their favourite newspaper. 
Tonight, too, we have the television 
cameras here at Wembley. 


Indicative of the strength of our sport 
is the continuing success of our British 
riders in international competition. Last 
year in Poland we won the World Team 
Championship. This year, England, 
represented by Terry Betts and Ray 
Wilson, won the Best Pairs Champion- 
ship in Sweden, after a run-off with New 
Zealand, represented by Ivan Mauger 
and Ronnie Moore. 

In turn, the fierceness of the competi- 
tion for the World title can be gauged 
by the fact that of those four riders 
only one, Ivan Mauger, has qualified for 
tonight’s final. 

The others all fell by the wayside in 
the British Final. But any sport to 





If it moves, 
itneeds Duckhams. 





1. Q@20-50 Ensures cate lubrication protection under the toughest conditions 


and easy starting even in the depths of winter. Recommended for every four-stroke 
engine. 


2. Two-Stroke Oil Contains special ashless additives. Reduces wear; lengthens 


time between overhauls; prevents plug whiskering, ring sticking,exhaust port blocking. 
For all petroil and positive lubrication systems. 


3. Chainguard lengthens chain life. Waterproof, resistantto high pressures, con- 
venient (heat tin and simply immerse chain in grease). Enough grease for 15 applications. 
4. Hypoid 90 Gear Oil Recommended by manufacturers for the majority of 
motorcycle gearboxes—one of a range for all transmissions. In Flexipint pack with 
flexible pourer spout for clean,simple servicing. 
5. Dry-Spark Silicone grease in an 80z aerosol. A quick, reliable method of water- 
proofing ignition and electrical systems. 
6. Palmit Hand Cleaner Removes grease and grime, leaving hands smooth and 
germ-free. Can be used without water. DUCKHAMS OILS, SUMMIT HOUSE, WEST WICKHAM, KENT BR4 0SL 
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flourish requires strength in depth and 
that is just what we now have in British 
speedway. So much so that one of the 
finalists here, John Louis, is a product 
of Division Two racing as was another 
who didn’t quite make it to Wembley, 
Dave Jessup. The success of these two 
riders this season justifies the policy of 
making Division Two a breeding and 
training ground for promising riders. 


Enough of moralising. To all of 
your speedway followers who have come 
here tonight to cheer your favourites, 
I hope you have a thrilling and enter- 
taining evening. I am sure you will. To 
all of our visitors from _ overseas, 
including the officials, welcome. To all 
the riders, from Britain or from the 
Continent, good luck. And may the 
best man win. 


Finally, but not least important, I 
would like to thank, on behalf of the 
Board, our sponsors, the Sunday Mirror; 
the British Speedway Promoters’ Asso- 
ciation; the Speedway Riders’ Associa- 
tion; and Wembley Stadium Ltd; for 
their splendid co-operation. 











You Can’t 
Keep a Good 
Man Down! 


“ FYATHER of speedway” Johnnie 

Hoskins, now the 80-years young 
promoter at Canterbury—Kent not 
New Zealand—tells the tale to Nigel 
Boocock, one of England’s represen- 
tatives in tonight’s World Final, at a 
reception held earlier in the season 
for the speedway press. 

The Chairman of the Board, Mr. 
Mills Baldwin, paid tribute not only 
to Johnnie but also to Ronnie Greene, 
long promoter at Wimbledon, who is 
seen in the picture on the preceding 
page being presented with a framed 
photograph of the British World 
Champion team—managed by one 
Ronnie Greene. 

Medals were also presented for the 
World Team Championship won for 
Britain in 1971 by Barry Briggs, Ray 
Wilson, Ronnie Moore, Jim Airey and 
Ivan Mauger, and the World Pairs 
Championship in which Britain, 
represented by Barry Briggs and Ivan 
Mauger, were runners-up. 





Smiles of victory on the faces of Leicester’s Ray Wilson and Swindon’s Barry Briggs 
as they were honoured by the Speedway Control Board for their part in Britain’s 
1971 World Team Championship victory. Briggs (with Ivan Mauger) was also runner- 
up in the World Pairs Championship. He bids tonight for his fifth world title but 
Wilson, reckoned to be England’s best bet since Peter Craven, failed to qualifiy from 
the British final. (RAC photograph) 





Columnist Eric Linden 


FLIES THE 


Gnion Jack: 


ARDON me if my Union Jack is 

showing on this page, but ’m proud 
of it. Welcome to all eleven of our 
foreign friends for the greatest event in 
the whole world of speedway. Welcome 
—and goodbye as far as this piece is 
concerned. 

I love all the spectacle and dash they 
bring with them. I’ve thrilled to the 
crazy throttle-bashing capers of the 
Poles as they have negotiated the tighter 
turns on our tracks, or rather not so 
much negotiated as encountered safety 
fences just made to measure for them 
to ride up, over and through. And even 
greater dittos from the rousing Russians 
and the cheerful Czechs. 

Loved them all, but tonight I’m 
strictly on a Great British kick. 

We only have five men in the Final, 
yet every one of them has a mission. 

One year ago John Louis was lord 
of all he surveyed in the Second Division. 
He rode then, as he rides now, for 
Ipswich. It was a dead cert that he 
would take First Division status this 
year. What few people imagined was 
that Ipswich, rather than lose him (and 
his equally brilliant team-mate Tony 
Davey) would buy themselves into the 
First Division. 

Few riders are great enough to inspire 
a team to promotion. John Louis is one 
of them and, glory be, he’s English. 
How good to again have a world rank- 
ing prospect emerge before our very 
eyes. 

John is this year’s shock boy from 
Britain. Qualified for his first world 
final in his first year of First Division 
speedway. Qualified to smash once and 


for all, we hope, the scoffers who 
believed this big fish from the little 
Second Division pond, would be 
swallowed up when he reached the big 
time. 

He starts, just as he started for the 
British Final, as the outsider. Even 
though he is the fourth best rider in 
this country—at least one must credit 
him thus since he finished fourth in that 
British Final at Coventry last month. 

Yet he must rank as one of our best 
English hopes to take the title. For 
Tiger John has what his two far more 
experienced countrymen, the Boocock 
brothers seem to lack—a flair for the 
occasion and an ability to ride up to his 
known form in any company. 

Among the largest contingents from 
our tracks will be the blue-and-white 
rosetted rabids of Ipswich. The world 
will hear their cheers if their idol can 





‘Ivan Mauger 





It’s a Mobil-wide world 


As a major international oil ensure greater safety, economy 
company, we touch the lives of and efficiency in every field of 
millions of people all over the industry. 
world. Our chief concern is to 

By developing products and maintain and improve our ability 
services which contribute to to make such contributions. 
the advance of technology, we So what makes Mobil different 


have added muchtotheir welfare. from any other oil company? 
The constant evolution of our Just that this has been our 
product range andour services _ philosophy for 100 years. 


has contributed significantly to bil 
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do what that cheeky chappie from Belle 
Vue, the late and still lamented Peter 
Craven, once did . . . come right out of 
the blue to win the title for England. 

Even if he doesn’t do it this year the 
Witches fans will cheer and wait 
patiently, convinced it is only a matter 
of time. So great is their faith. 

England’s other two, the Boocock 
brothers Nigel and Eric are rarities. 
Brothers riding in the sport are com- 
paratively rare. Brothers reaching top 
rank are even rarer. Brothers in a World 
Final almost, and I do stress that word, 
non-existent. 

Funny thing is that when it does hap- 
pen, one or other might reckon to finish 
up champion . . . like Freddie Williams 
for Wales and Jack Milne for the United 
States. Going back a bit but maybe the 
approximate two-decade gap is about 
to strike lucky again. 

Nigel has been in more World Finals 
than he’s had hot dinners, to coin a 
phrase. And he’s never yet managed to 
reproduce the consistently brilliant form 
that has made him one of the leading 
scorers in the country. 

Why? He’s not the nervy or scarey 
type. He dismisses with Yorkshire scorn 
the suggestion that this is the one meet- 
ing where nerves get at him. Ask him 
what happens then and he’ll come up 
with an answer that .. . “it’s the one 
meeting where everything happens to 
me’’. 

If there is a Law of Averages, then, 
sometime things have got to stop hap- 
pening to him and start happening for 
him. This year would be as good as 
any. It would suit Little Boy Blue Boo- 
cock to be able to blow a triumphal horn 
note this year. 

Brother Eric had one reasonably good 
final, five years back. He finished sixth, 
with nine hard earned points, his first 
time in the final. It’s the only time he’s 
been in a Wembley Final. Because, 
believe it or not, it wasn’t until last year 
at Gothenberg that Eric made it to the 
last 16 for the second time. 

Which just goes to show the luck, 
and the astonishingly high standard 





needed to be reached. For Eric Boocock 
was long vying with brother Nigel for 
the unofficial title of the best Englishman 
in the game. And in some circles he was 
reckoned to have overtaken the senior 
riding member of the family. Then of 
course came the advent of one Ray 
Wilson to enter the lists . . . but that’s 
another story. 

Or is it? To get back in the running 
and throw the thing wide open again, 
Eric only needs shock the world with a 
surprise win tonight. Or, at least, finish 
best for England. 

Only . . . what a word to use about 
winning a World Final! 





Eric Boocock 


That’s the Englishmen in the hunt 
And so to the Kiwis, a relatively minor 
nation where speedway numbers are con- 
cerned. But a major one in world status, 
thanks to three men. Two of them are 
here tonight, Ivan Mauger and Barry 
Briggs. The third, Ronnie Moore. fell 
at the last hurdle—the British final. 

Both New Zealanders are determined 
to win this year. So are 14 other men 
opposing them. But with all due 
respects, few—if any—are in the race 
where determination is concerned. 

Briggs is four times champion. Mauger 
has thrice been crowned. 

Briggs was the man deposed by 
Mauger. Once the undoubted Kiwi 
kingpin he had to shift over and make 
way for the brilliant professionalism of 
an equally dedicated man. He did not 
like that one bit. 

At the start of this year he vowed, 
publicly, that he was going to take the 
title back—just to show how little he 
cared for being made to move over. He 


John Louis, rising young star from Ipswich, is congratulated on qualifying for his 
first appearance in the World Final by his charming young wife. To the victor the 
spoils. (Photo by Alf Weedon) 
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has had a stormy season with injuries 
and machine woes. When things went 
smoothly for him he continued showing 
audiences that he was still the thrilling, 
points-gathering, |§ maximum-gathering, 
man-machine. Midway through the sea- 
son he grew so sick of misfortune 
following misfortune at a time when he 
was truly fatigued that he took off for 
two weeks. Reports were that he’d had 
enough, he’d quit, retired. 

Reporters who reported that didn’t 
know Briggs. Obviously hadn’t listened 
to him spelling it all out, calmly, coldy 
and assuredly at the start of the season. 
That he was going flat out on speedway 
this year, fewer business distractions to 
detract from a near one hundred per 
cent concentration on speedway. With 
one major object in mind. To get to 
Wembley tonight. To win. To show the 
world he was still very much a force, 
very much a champion. 

Two weeks rest to combat the mental 
fatigue and the “retired” Briggo was 
back in business, albeit to run straight 
into a foot injury and a ligament injury 
that put him on the sidelines again. But 
he’s here, just as he said he’d be. 

To win. 

At least, to win if he can overcome a 
number of major obstacles—not the least 
of which will be Ivan Mauger. Like 
Barry he’s another who vowed to be 
here tonight. And to win. To show 
that he is still the top man around. 

For a sizeable chunk of the season 
he has ridden under an enormous handi- 
cap, broken bones in both wrists. When 
they got so bad that he simply could 
no longer hold on to a bike, let alone 
control it, only then did he take the 
doctor’s advice and take a minimum 
of time out of the game. 

Tt was noticeable at the British Final 
that after every race Ivan was happy to 
drop his right hand off the handlebars 
the moment the chequered flag had 
fluttered down and the slow-down 
around the next turn had been accom- 
plished. To get to the meeting at all 
he sat up nights dunking his wrists in 





cold water to relieve pain and swelling. 

He said simply that he was often in 
a lot of pain. But “you don’t let a 
couple of broken bones stop you going 
after the World title. You give it a go”’. 

Even with two broken bones in his 
wrists Ivan has been proving a master of 
his craft, better than the best of the rest 
left in this land. His style and technique 
is a delight. His professionalism without 
flaw. His ability. ... 

Well if I’m told that he is the best 
speedway rider who has ever lived, ’'m 
unlikely to give too much of an argu- 
ment. 

Mauger is magnificent and dedicated 
to one task tonight. To start on the 
hat-trick trial again. To take back the 
world title he lost to his protege, Ole 
Olsen, last year and to put the first 
notch on it for at least another three- 
on-the-trot. 

Tvan runs third in the title stakes. 

Ove Fundin, with five wins, is way out 
first. But the Old Fox seems finished 
with speedway now. Unlikely, to put it 
mildly, to add to that record number. 


The Fifth ? 


Barry Briggs, with four wins, is 
second. Anxious to add that fifth notch 
that would rank him alongside Fundin. 
Knowing that he does not intend spend- 
ing too many more seasons in the game. 
Can it be, in fact, that he covets the title 
tonight to go out when he’s right back 
at the top? That’s pure speculation, he 
won’t be drawn on the subject. But it 
could be an incentive over and above 
the normal. 

Ivan Mauger, three wins is third. And 
yet he must rank the best—for he won 
three times in succession. Only man in 
history ever-to do so. So he’s got one, 
first. Tonight he'll go hell for leather 
after the start of a second. 

Being a realist I think he can do it. 
Being a sentimentalist I'd love to see 
the Ipswich Tiger shock the lot of them. 
And if that has dismissed eleven foreign 
stars rather abruptly, well I did say my 
Union Jack was showing—even if the 
man I expect to win, Ivan Mauger, does 
add to it the four stars of New Zealand 
as well. 
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As worn by the present wrist alarm watch 


World Champion Ole Olsen 
and also to be presented JAEGER-LECOULTRE> 


i fe Sot 92, Oldfields Road, Sutton, Surrey W6 8BR 
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To-night’s Timetable 


6.15 p.m. The Band of the Grenadier Guards (by kind 
permission of Col. D. H. Hargreaves, Lt-Col. 
Commanding the Regiment). - 
Director of Music: Captain Peter Parkes, L.R.A.M., 
A.R.C.M., p.S.m. 


7.00 p.m. Introduction and parade of the riders including 
presentation of commemorative tankards. 


7.15 p.m. First twelve races. 

8.10 p.m. Interval. Marching display by the Band of the 
Grenadier Guards. 

8.25 p.m. Remaining eight races. 

9.05 p.m. Deciding races if necessary. 

9.10 p.m. Presentation of awards and Victory Parade. 


Times may be adjusted. 


Officials of the meeting 


F.LM. Steward of the Meeting E. VORSTER 


F.1.M. Referee ... aa G. TRANSPURGER 
Judge-Timekeeper = P. B. RYALL 

Measurer ... = i: E. A. Woops 

Starting Marshal ... Bas F. LawRENCE 

Chief Pit Marshal Fei G. GREENWOOD 

Machine Examiner ees W. KITCHEN 

Medical Officer ... = Dr. D. H. CAMPBELL, M.D., Ch.B. 
Clerk of the Course... D. H. DELAMONT 

Secretary of the Meeting J. McNULTY 

Announcer eae Sas E. SEAR 


Permit No. SP 119 
Length of track 378 yards 


The meeting is held under the International Sporting Code of the 
F.LM. 


a 


BETTING IS STRICTLY PROHIBITED AT ALL 
SPEEDWAY MEETINGS 
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WORLD FINAL - STARTING NUMBERS 











































































































No. Rider Country/Track | 1 | 2 | 3 | 4 5 | Total 
1 Grigory Chlinovskij U.S.S.R. | 5 Asay B. | Oo Ae 
2 Eric Boocock England and Halifax LEX -l-O=le0 10 | 2.) 
3 Pawel Waloszek Poland ee a i ee 
4 Anders Michanek Sweden and Reading lex | 7p Ec eS Le J 8 
5 Barry Briggs New Zealand and Swindon L3 |e be ire Le 3 st 
6 Ivan Mauger New Zealand and Belle Vue | 21/31/1213 13 1 t 
7 Alexander Pavlov —_—-U.S.S.R. Et (+8: be 1 Sale | 
8 Viktor Trofimov USSR. pei-O latte 1 
9 Valery Gordeyey U.S.S.R. BO Oe veal Oe" 
10 Viktor Kalmykov _U.S.S.R. Lass hake ee ear ce. 
11 Anatoli Kuzmin U.S.S.R. Basco OD | item be 
12 Nigel Boocock England and Coventry if Se ae Se | -@—| a a 
13 Bernt Persson Sweden and Cradley Heath ro. FSI 3 i S| a | f Z 
14 John Louis England and Ipswich leet uy | ee? ae | it 
15 Christer Lofqvist Sweden and Poole ae | 4) | LO | ey | 
16 Ole Olsen Denmark and Wolverhampton | © | | | a: a) “3. | qe 
17 Jim McMillan Scotland and Glasgow i=). | | | | Q 
18 Jan Simenson Sweden and Wolverhampton ae 
Heat | No. RIDER COUNTRY _ Substitute | Helmet Points 
| 
3 No. | | | Colour 
(RE 1 1 Grigory Chlinorski eee 2 = 
VP - 2 Eric Boocock €; Blue. 2. eS 
R s ge Rb Bee Pawel Waloszek White... Seas 
Time 4 Anders Michanek —X% VEBo = Oe 
225) 5 Barry Briggs | Red Aap 3 Pr ecee 
- 7. Alexander Pavlov | Blue... Sees 
70: Ly 6 | Ivan Mauger White... See 
Time 8 | Viktor Trofimov Y&B i..... O32 
3 10 Viktor Kalmykov Red a Soe 
+a wl ek Anatoli Kuzmin Blue <= ila 
eS beso 9 Valery Gordeyey oe: See 
Time | 12 Nigel Boocock Y&B 2A. 
4 | 15 | Christer Lofqvist Red _...... 3 See 
D 14 John Louis Blue... Bi ssa 
aE 16 | OleOlsen— Rr. White 9... 
2 Time 13 | Bernt Persson VEB [ite 
Re 5 13 Bernt Persson Red. j..s.2 = ma 
Si Z 1 Grigory Chlinovskij EUSIS RS esses oe Blue _ .|.....3gssch 
_& no (AD 5 | BareyBriggsy S.xecGex. New Zealand. 20\S) White 20 
=TR “Time 9 | Valery Gordeyev USSR. a... Y&B .....: ee 
6 | 14. John Louis England i ee = ee Be 
; 10 Viktor Kalmykov USS.R. uggs }.... Blue eee lecene rs 
TO =) seat Eric Boocock England Katee White... oes: 
Time | 6 Tvan Mauger New Zealand _........ oe Y&B ........ G aces 
7 11 Anatoli Kuzmin USSR. oo. Red... Os 
A 15 Christer Lofqvist Sweden Fee is ). Blue _...... FF 
ToL 
ara. 7 Alexander Pavlov U.S.S.R. ee . White ......3....... 
Time 3. ° Pawel Waloszek Poland... |assnssevsase a VY&B _....... eee 
8 4 | Anders Michanek Sweden bp as, 2 Red... “3 Pt 
a. 8 Viktor Trofimov ‘Sop 95-5: Sauls eaeeeiaes 0 ae. ae 
& F 
Bo AES a | 12 | Nigel Boocock England A\coteapts Witites- |... snc 
Time — 16 Ole Olsen Denmark __k.........- a ¥aB |... Se 
| \ | 


12 






























































| 
Heat No. RIDER COUNTRY _ Substitute Helmet Points 
No. | Colour 
OES e 6 Ivan Mauger | NewZealand | 
0-14 16 Ole Olsen | Denmark 
7 Ae Ay. 1 Grigory Chlinovskij U.S.S.R 
Time 11 Anatoli Kuzmin | U.S.S.R 
10 12 Nigel Boocock | _., | England 
4A 5 Bary Briggs) Mheris\ . New Zealand 
AL, Lhe sf, 15 Christer Lofqvist | Sweden 
Time | 2 Eric Boocock | England 
11 8 | Viktor Trofimov U.S.S.R 
9 | Valery Gordeyev U.S.S.R 
Toc. 3 Pawel Waloszek Poland 
Time 14 John Louis England 
12 13 Bernt Persson | Sweden 
To be 4 Anders Michanek | Sweden 
hi OS | 10 Viktor Kalymkoy | US.S.R 
Time | 7 Alexander Pavlov | U.S.S.R 
H 
INTERVAL 
13 | 7 | Alexander Pavlov | U.S.S.R. 
] \ cn) 12 Nigel Boocock England 
SAS. 14 John Louis England 
Time 1 Grigory Chlinovskij U.S.S.R. 
14 2 Eric Boocock England 
7 D:O 13 Bernt Persson Sweden 
: Matern ees 8 Viktor Trofimov U.S.S.R. 
Time 11 Anatoli Kuzmin U.S.S.R. 
15 16 Ole Olsen Denmark 
| \ O 3 Pawel Waloszek Poland 
ee oa 10 Viktor Kalmykov | U.S.S.R. 
Time 5 Baftry Briggs) Syyeeaor New Zealand 
16 9 Valery Gordeyev U.S.S.R. 
= ] O 6 Ivan Mauger New Zealand 
shSacteee. 4 Anders Michanek Sweden 
Time 15 Christer Lofqvist Sweden 
| _ 
17s] 1 Grigory Chiinovskij U.S.S.R. 
9 t wt 8 Viktor Trofimov U.S.S.R. 
es Le 15 Christer Lofqvist Sweden 
Time | 10 Viktor Kalymkov U.S.S.R. 
18-4 9 Valery Gordeyey | ULS.S.R. 
3 \- 4. | 2 Eric Boocock | England 
Fa a We 3 | 7 Alexander Pavlov | U.S.S.R. 
Time | 16 Ole Olsen | Denmark 
19 | 3 Pawel Waloszek Poland 
7 / oO j= 12 Nigel Boocock England 
homed AS Bernt Persson Sweden 
Time | 6 Ivan Mauger | New Zealand 
20, 5 Barry Briggs) rhea New Zealand 
ay ‘Es 14 John Louis | England 
Ue oeet 11 Anatoli Kuzmin | U.S.S.R. 
Time | 4 Anders Michanek | Sweden 








*There will be a longer interval before these heats to provide for a rider from the preceding heat. 
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ADDITIONAL RACES TO DECIDE TIES 
Substitute | Helmet 











Regulations 


The riders are identified by their helmet colours. Starting positions are: 
Red (inside), Blue, White, Yellow/Black (outside). The winner of a heat gains 
3 points, second 2 points and the third one point. The champion will be the rider 
scoring the greatest aggregate of points for the meeting. In the event of a tie for 
first, second, or third place, a deciding race will be held immediately. So as to 
ensure four ‘riders at the start of each heat, other than a re-run heat, additional 
riders will be available to take the place of a rider present but unable to take part 
in a particular heat. Points scored by additional riders will be ignored in the 
calculation of results. 


e ‘ 
Prizes 
First: A Gold Medal and £650. Second: A Silver Medal and £260. Third: A 
Bronze Medal and £130. 


The Speedway Control Board thanks 


The Editor and Staff of the Sunday Mirror, our sponsors. 

British Leyland Motors Ltd. for the provision of official cars. 

Moet & Chandon (London) Ltd. for champagne. 

The British Red Cross Society. 

The Press & PR Divison of the RAC for the production of the programme. 
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Anders Michanek (Sweden) 





Bernt Persson (Sweden) 
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BRITISH LEAGUE 
DIVISION ONE 
TRACK DIRECTORY 


BELLE VUE 


Zoological Gardens, Hyde Road, 
Manchester 12 5PT. A57, approx. 5 miles 
east of Manchester 
Telephone: (061 223) 1331 
Saturdays — 7 p.m. 


COVENTRY 


Coventry Stadium, Rugby Road, Brandon, 
near Coventry CV8 3GL. A428, approx. 6 
miles south-east of Coventry 
Telephone: Wolston (0203 35) 
2395/6/7 
Saturdays — 7.30 p.m. Mid-week 7.45 p.m. 


CRADLEY HEATH 


Dudley Wood Road, Dudley, Worcs. Off 
A4100, approx. 10 miles north-west of 
Birmingham. 

Telephone: Cradley Heath (0384) 
69008 
Saturdays — 7.30 p.m. 


EXETER 


County Ground Stadium, Church Road, St. 
Thomas, Exeter. Off A30, approx. 1 mile 
west of Exeter. 

Telephone: Exeter (0392) 73132 
Mondays — 7.30 p.m. 


GLASGOW 


Hampden Park, Mount Florida, Glasgow. 
Off A728, approx. 24 miles south of 
Glasgow town centre. 
Telephone: 041 632 1648 
Fridays — 7.30 p.m. 


HACKNEY 


Hackney Wick Stadium, Waterden Road, 
London, E.15. Between A106 and A115 
approx. 2 miles north-west of Stratford 
Telephone: 01-985 9822 
Fridays — 8 p.m. 


HALIFAX 


The Shay Grounds, Halifax, Yorkshire. Off 
A629, approx. 4-mile south of Halifax town 
centre. 

Telephone: Halifax (0422) 62201 
Saturdays — 7.30 p.m. 


IPSWICH 


ipswich Stadium, Foxhall Road, !pswich, 
Suffolk. 
Telephone: Kesgrave (047362) 3640. 
Thursdays — 7.45 p.m. 


KING’S LYNN 
The Stadium, Saddlebow Road, King’s 
Lynn, Norfolk. Off A47, approx. 2 miles 
east of King’s Lynn. 
Telephone: King’s Lynn (0553) 
3743 and 3753 
Saturdays — 7.45 p.m 


LEICESTER 
The Stadium, Blackbird Road, Leicester. 
Off A50, 2 miles north of Leicester. 
Telephone: Leicester (0533) 62518 
Tuesdays — 7.45 p.m. 





NEWPORT 


Somerton Park Stadium, Somerton Park, 
Newport, Mon. Off B4237, approx. 1 mile 
east of Newport. 

Telephone: Newport, Mon. (0633) 
73030 
Fridays — 7.30 p.m. 


OXFORD 


Cowley Stadium, Cowley Road, Oxford. 
3480, approx. 2 miles south of Oxford 
Telephone: Oxford (0865) 79626 
Thursdays — 7.45 p.m. 


POOLE 


The Stadium, Wimborne Road, Poole, 
Dorset. A439, approx. 1 mile north of 
Poole Town Centre. 
Telephone: Poole (0201 3) 3020 
Wednesdays — 7.45 p.m. 


READING _ 


Reading Speedway and Greyhound Stadium, 
Oxford Road, Tilehurst, Reading, Berks. 
A329, approx. 2 miles north-west of town 
centre. 
Telephone: Reading (0734) 
26085 


Mondays — 7.30 p.m. 


SHEFFIELD 


Owlerton Sports Stadium, Penistone Road, 
Sheffield, S6 2DE. A61, approx. 2 miles 
north-east of Sheffield. 
Telephone: Sheffield (0742) 343074 
Thursdays — 7.45 p.m. 


SWINDON 


Abbey Stadium, Blunsdon, near Swindon, 
Wilts. Off A419, approx. 4 miles north of 
Swindon. 

Telephone: Blunsdon (0793 72) 333 
Saturdays — 7.30 p.m. 


WIMBLEDON 


Wimbledon Stadium, Plough Lane, London, 
S.W.17. Between A217 and A218, approx. 
1 mile north of Tooting Broadway. 
Telephone: 01-946 5361 
Thursdays — 7.45 p.m. 


WOLVERHAMPTON 


Monmore Green Stadium, Bilston Road, 
Wolverhampton. Off A41, approx. 2 miles 
south-east of Wolverhampton. 
Telephone: ee aneean (0902) 

9 


Fridays — 7.30 p.m. 


Race days detailed above are each 
track’s normal weekly race day. This does 
not imply that the track stages a speedway 
meeting on that day every week throughout 
the season. Unless otherwise indicated in 
the Fixture List, tracks staging a speedway 
meeting on a day other than their normal 
race day will also start at the above times. 
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YOU°RE ALL CHAMPIONS! .....- 


says Sunday Mirror Columnist 


DON CLARKE 


OW look, said programme Editor 

Phil Drackett, what about letting 
me have a few hundred words about the 
six Russians who will be out to win 
tonight’s World Final. 

To be honest, I did give his suggestion 
quite a lot of thought. 

But then, freely admitting that not 
only was I in the red at the bank, 
but that I was also bankrupt of any new 
ideas about the Russian Reds, I decided 
to have a look at the credit side of 
our Speedway scene. 

The solution came almost as fast as 
Ivan Mauger getting out of the starting 
gates. 

Who is it that makes the World 
Speedway Final the success that it is? 

Although I shall tonight be sitting 
high in the Press gondola, that hangs 
under the Wembley roof, to report on 
the six Russians, five British, three 
Swedish, a Dane and a Pole who hope 
to wear the World Crown, my thoughts 
will go out to you—the faithful, and 
often fanatical fans—whose support has 
made the Wembley World Final one 
of the finest sporting festivals in the 
world. 

Whatever cynical critics might like 
to say it is you—the staunch fan— 
who has made Speedway the success 
that it is today. 

In the twenty-four years that I have 
been reporting on Speedway for the 
“Sunday Mirror”, I do not know of 
any other sport which has had—and 
still has—such a faithful band of 
supporters. 

Come hail or sunshine. Come inter- 
political upheavals that in the past has 
threatened the foundation of the sport, 
you have remained faithful. 

From teenagers to grandmothers; 
lovely young dolly-birds and their boy 
friends, married couples with their kids, 
the loyalty to speedway has never 
flagged. 


1 appreciate that with losing teams, 
often mediocre riders, and some pro- 
moters who haven’t cared less about 
your welfare, you have often been 
entitled to voice violent protests. 

But never has your indignation, or 
dissatisfaction, ever erupted into physi- 
cal violence. 

In the years that I have covered the 
sport of Speedway, I cannot recall one 
incident of mob violence amongst fans 
that has exploded on to the front pages 
of the National Press 

Toffee-nosed cynics, whose main 
concentration appears to be the display 
of violence both on and off the soccer 
field, still despairingly refer to Speedway 
as “ dirt track”. 

What abysmal ignorance! Perhaps 
they can be excused their ignorance 
because their main interest is concen- 
trated on the dirt and disgrace that 
emerges every week from _ soccer 
stadiums. 

I would claim that Speedway holds 
far more tension and frustration for the 
average speedway fan than does ninety 
minutes of professional soccer. 

Yet I have yet to see, or read about, 
mobs of Speedway fans running riot 
through towns because their team has 
been beaten. 

Or that British Railway carriages 
have been slashed and destroyed by 
fans travelling to away matches. 

There are thirty-five teams competing 
in the British League, and tonight I 
have no doubt there will be a strong 
representation from each track. 

Some of you will have a World 
Finalist to cheer on. Those without a 
favourite to support will—with your 
quick wit—be ready to shout or boo— 
as you think fit 

But it will all be done in good, clean 
fun. That is what makes Speedway the 
family sport that it is today And one 
which I am proud to be associated. 


SPEEDWAY 
Af ITS MOST 





EXCITING 








FOLLOW THE ACTION 
WITH DON CLARKE IN THE 


Sunday 


jaa°le¢ 








No Snow On 
Their Boots... 


By BUZZ BARRE 


EW blood, they say, is the very 
necessary and periodic injection 
which every sport needs if it is to 
flourish. On that basis, the outcome of 
the European Final, staged in Wroclaw, 
Poland, on Sunday, September 3rd, will 
give speedway a good shot in the arm. 
Well-known Continental names 
dropped down the standings and when 
the flag finally fell, a six-strong con- 
tingent of Russian riders, most of them 
little known in this country, had quali- 
fied for the World Final. 

Despite this, the European title went 
to a Pole. Our old friend, Pawel 
Waloszek, topped the list with thirteen 
points, one more than the reigning 
World Champion, Ole Olsen, of Den- 
mark. 

Waloszek, now a veteran of 34, was 
a world finalist as long ago as 1962 
and is a good argument for the theory 
that experience counts since his best 
performance in the Final to date did 
not come until 1970 when he finished 
as runner-up to Ivan Mauger. Now 
in the 1972 Final he carries a heavy 
burden as the only representative of his 
country. 

Most British fans will be relieved 
that Olsen qualified in such fine style. 
The little Dane’s title victory last year 
was a popular one and probably for 
home crowds the next best thing to a 
win by a British—or New Zealand— 
rider. 

Another Continental rider popular 
with British crowds is Christer Lofqvist 
who zoomed out of Swedish Second 
Division speedway and became an 
instant success inside one match with 
West Ham, a success he has long since 


consolidated. Christer faces a tough 
task in the Final, however, and cannot 
be overbounding with confidence after 
collecting only eight points in the Euro- 
pean round. 

In fact, Sweden’s best chance of the 
title looks to rest with the powerful 
Anders Michanek, who finished two 
points behind Waloszek, one behind 
Olsen. Third Swedish rider to make it 
to Wembley is Bernt Persson. Although 
Persson was the last of the eleven 
European qualifiers his long experience 
of the final—he first made it six years 
ago—must mean that he cannot be 
written off without a chance. Persson, 
is, of course, another rider well known 
to British fans, his previous clubs having 
included Edinburgh, Coatbridge and 
Cradley Heath. 

The two leading Russians, Kuzmin 
and Pavlov, are something of “dark 
horses”, but the fact that they each 
clocked ten points to share fourth place 
at Wroclaw means that they will have 
to be watched tonight by anyone with 
designs on the title—and that means 
all the riders on view. 


The qualifiers from the European 
Final are:— 


Pawel Waloszek Poland 13 
Ole Olsen Denmark 12 
Anders Michanek Sweden 1] 
Anatoli Kuzmin USSR 10 
Alexander Pavlov USSR 10 
Grigori Chlinovskij USSR 8 
Viktor Trofimov USSR 8 
Christer Lofqvist Sweden 8 
Viktor Kalmykov USSR 7 
Valeri Gordeyev USSR 7 
Bernt Persson Sweden 7 





BRITISH LEAGUE 
DIVISION TWO 
TRACK DIRECTORY 


BARROW 


The Stadium, Holker Street, 
Barrow-in-Furness, Lancs. 
Telephone: Barrow 20256 

Tuesdays — 7.30 p.m. 


BERWICK 


Shielfield Park, Tweedmouth, Berwick-on- 
Tweed, Northumberland. 
Telephone: Berwick-on-Tweed (0289) 6806. 
Saturdays — 7 p.m. 


BIRMINGHAM 


Perry Barr Greyhound Stadium, 
Walsall Road, Birmingham 22B. 
Telephone: 021 356 9883. 
Mondays — 7.45 p.m. 


BOSTON 


Boston Sports and Speedway Stadium, 
New Hammond Beck Road, Boston, Lincs. 
Telephone: Boston (0205) 61175. 
Sundays — 6.45 p.m. 


BRADFORD 


Odsal Stadium, Odsal, Bradford, Yorks. 
Telephone: Bradford (0274) 20672. 
Wednesdays — 7.30 p.m. 


CANTERBURY 


Kingsmead Stadium, Kingsmead Road, 
Canterbury, Kent. 
Telephone: Canterbury (0227) 61244. 
Saturdays — 7 p.m. 


CREWE 


Crewe Speedway Stadium, L.M.R. Sports 
Ground, Earle Street, Crewe, Cheshire. 
Telephone: Crewe (0270) 56806. 
Mondays — 7.30 p.m. 


EASTBOURNE 


Arlington Road, Hailsham, near Eastbourne, 
Sussex. 
Telephone: Hailsham 642. 
Sundays — 3.30 p.m. 


ELLESMERE PORT 


The Stadium, Thornton Road, 
Ellesmere Port, Cheshire. 
Telephone: 051 355 2060. 

Tuesdays — 7.30 p.m. 


HULL 


Boulevard Stadium, Airlie Street, Hull, 
East Yorks. 
Telephone: Hull (0482) 23101. 
Wednesdays — 7 p.m. 


LONG EATON 


Long Eaton Stadium, Station Road, 
Long Eaton, Notts. 
Telephone: Long Eaton wee 6) 2693. 
Thursdays — 7.30 p.m. 


PETERBOROUGH 


Peterborough Showground, Alwalton, 
Peterborough, Huntingdonshire. 
Telephone: Castor 481 (race day only). 
Fridays — 7.45 p.m. 


RAYLEIGH 


Rayleigh Weir Stadium, Arterial Road, 
Rayleigh, Essex. 
Telephone: Rayleigh —_ 2) 5498. 
Saturdays — 8 p.m. 


SCUNTHORPE 


Quibell Park, Scunthorpe, Lincs. 
Telephone: Scunthorpe (0724) 5837 
(race days only). 
Mondays — 7.15 p.m. 


SUNDERLAND 


Sunderland Stadium, Cleadon, Co. Durham. 
Telephone: Boldon (0783-87) 7250 and 4196. 
Sundays — 3.00 p.m. 


TEESSIDE 


Teesside Speedway, Cleveland Park 
Stadium, Stockton Road, Middlesbrough, 
Yorks. 
Telephone: Middlesbrough (0642) 47381. 
Thursdays — 7.30 p.m. 


WORKINGTON 


Derwent Park, Workington, Cumberland. 
Telephone: Workington 3844 or 3566 
Fridays — 7.30 p.m. 


RYE HOUSE 


Rye House Speedway, Rye Road, 
Hoddesdon, Herts. 
Telephone: Hoddesdon _— 4) 64200. 
Sundays — 3.30 p.m. 
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Brig¢go mAS8Y 


Four times World Speedway Champion and winner of every major 
honour the sport has to offer, Barry Briggs was once asked by 
promoter Ronnie Greene: “What else can you do but ride 
speedway?” This book — the champion’s own story of how he 
achieved his unrivalled record — is his answer. 

What makes Briggo tick? Why does he chance his neck out there 
on the track 25 or 30 times a week? What is behind his all-powerful 
will to win, win, win? 

Here is the story behind the successes, the injuries, the upsets, 
the tragedies, and above all the character and courage of the 
champion who goes on winning. 














25 personal album photos £2 


from: SOUVENIR PRESS LTD., 
95 Mortimer Str., London.W.1. 
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What's it like.... 





MARRIED TO A 
SPEEDWAY STAR? 


VER wondered, you girls, what it’s 
like to be married to a speedway 
star? Wimbledon supporter, June Rash- 
brook, found out on October 16th, 1956 
—the day before she married Barry 
Briggs. 

The night before the wedding, Barry 
was racing at Oslo’s Olympic Stadium. 
He was roaring down the straight when 
the bike’s front forks fell off. Barry got 
clear but the machine careered on into 
the pits, knocking down bikes, fuel cans 
and other equipment. 


Poor June read the headlines and saw 
a picture in the Daily Mirror next morn- 
ing but the report didn’t say whether or 
not Barry was hurt. So she didn’t know 
whether or not the wedding was on for 
that day. Just one of the stories which 
Barry Briggs tells in his autobiography, 
““BRIGGO”’, just published by Souvenir 
Press at £2.00. 


Right One 


Briggs, born in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, in 1934, started speedway 
racing in 1951 and came to England 
the following year to join Wimbledon. 
Since then, of course, in a career which 
has embraced New Cross, Southampton 
and Swindon, he has won the World 
Championship four times and becomes 
one of the top attractions in the sport. 


June is still there—‘‘I married the 
right one”, says Barry—plus a couple 
of junior Briggs. Their ups and downs, 
Barry’s great nights and his bad nights, 
are all vividly recaptured in a book 
which is not only the life story of 
“Briggo”’ but also a fascinating pano- 
rama of speedway over the last two 
decades. 


23 


Another “must”? for the keen speed- 
way fan is “TRIPLE CROWN PLUS”, 
the autobiography of Ivan Mauger, pub- 
lished by Pelham Books at £1.80 and 
now in its second impression. 

Now that Mauger is at the top of the 
tree it comes as something of a shock 
to realise that when he first came to 
Britain he was only sixteen, already 
married and about to become a father, 
and failed rather dramatically to live up 
to the advance publicity which indicated 
that he was another Ronnie Moore. 

Mauger himself was so fed-up after 
two seasons in which he rarely got a 
ride in the Wimbledon team—and even 
more rarely won when he did—that he 
took his family back to New Zealand, 
raced locally at Christchurch, and then 
in Australia for five years until he at last 
came back to these shores. 

Looking back he thinks those first 
two tough seasons taught him a lot. If 
he has. a regret it seems to be that he 
feels he might have stuck it out here 
instead of spending those five years in 
Australia. 


Means Little 


Ivan gives too a clue to his eventual 
success when he talks about some riders 
who break track records but fail to 
deliver when it comes to championships. 
“T don’t want to go down as the man 
who broke the track record at Poole’, 
he says, “track records mean very little 
in relation to winning the world title.” 

One thing strikes you about both these 
very interesting books—the illustrious 
roll-call of riders who were born, lived 
or got their racing chance at Christ- 
church, New Zealand . . . Briggs and 
Mauger themselves, Ronnie Moore, 
Trevor Redmond, Geoff Mardon .. . talk 
about a roll-call of the great! 
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Speedway Books from Pelham: a DON’T MISS! 
TRIPLE CROWN PLUS 





the 

by Ivan Mauger and Peter Oakes 
“Mauger tells his side of bitter rows that 
have rocked the sport, yet he also puts AGE OF 
forward some constructive ideas.” 

Evening Standard 
Illustrated £2.00 net. the 

Coming shortly - order now! MOTOR CAR 


IVAN MAUGER’S 
SPEEDWAY BOOK 


By lvan Mauger and Peter Oakes — plus 
a galaxy of other great names in the sport 
and speedway journalism. Something for 
everyone — no matter whom you support. 
Many outstanding action pictures. 


£2.25 net. 


Fascinating account of the his- 
tory of motoring and the RAC. 
44-pages packed with articles and 
pictures including full-colour cover 
and four super colour plates of 
motor racing scenes featuring Tony 
Brooks, Bruce McLaren, Stirling 
Moss and John Surtees. 25p from 
from leading booksellers or by mail (p & p extra) from: RAC Offices or 30p by post from 

the RAC Press and Public Rela- 


PELHAM BOOKS tions Division, 83-85 Pall Mall, 


52 Bedford Square, London W.C.1. London S.W.1 
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“The Big Night Out of Division II’ 
Wimbledon Saturday 14th October 7.45 p.m. 
BRITISH LEAGUE RIDERS CHAMPIONSHIP 
All Division II tracks represented 


Band of Grenadier Guards 
Special Souvenir Programme 


Past Winners: 1968 Graham Plant 1969 Geoff Ambrose 
1970 David Jessup 1971 John Louis 
1972 ? 


Tickets on sale at all Division II tracks £1, 80p and 60p 
(Children Half Price on 60p tickets only) 
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WINNERS OF THE WORLD 
INDIVIDUAL SPEEDWAY 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


1936—Lionel Van Praag (Australia) 1, Eric Langton (England) 2, “Bluey” Wilkinson (Australia) 3. 
1937—Jack Milne (U.S.A.) 1, Wilbur Lamoreaux (U.S.A.) 2, Cordy Milne (U.S.A.) 3. 
1938—“Bluey” Wilkinson (Australia) 1, Jack Milne (U.S.A.) 2, Wilbur Lamoreaux (U.S.A.) 3. 
1949—Tommy Price (England) 1, Jack Parker (England) 2, Louis Lawson (England) 3. 
1950—Fred Williams (Wales) 1, Wally Green (England) 2, Graham Warren (Australia) 3. 
1951—Jack Young (Australia) 1, Split Waterman (England) 2, Jack Biggs (Australia) 3. 
1952—Jack Young (Australia) 1, Fred Williams (Wales) 2, Bob Oakley (England) 3. 
1953—Fred Williams (Wales) 1, Split Waterman (England) 2, Geoff Mardon (New Zealand) 3. 
1954—Ronnie Moore (New Zealand) 1, Brian Crutcher (England) 2, Olle Nygren (Sweden) 3. 
1955—Peter Craven (England) 1, Ronnie Moore (New Zealand) 2, Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 3. 
1956—Ove Fundin (Sweden) 1, Ronnie Moore (New Zealand) 2, Arthur Forrest (England) 3. 
1957—Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 1, Ove Fundin (Sweden) 2, Peter Craven (England) 3. 
1958—Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 1, Ove Fundin (Sweden) 2, Aub Lawson (Australia) 3. 
1959—Ronnie Moore (New Zealand) 1, Ove Fundin (Sweden), Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 3. 
1960—Ove Fundin (Sweden) 1, Ronnie Moore (New Zealand) 2, Peter Craven (England) 3. 
1961—Ove Fundin (Sweden) 1, Bjorn Knutsson (Sweden) 2, Gote Nordin (Sweden) 3. 
1962—Peter Craven (England) 1, Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 2, Ove Fundin (Sweden) 3. 
1963—Ove Fundin (Sweden) 1, Bjorn Knutsson (Sweden) 2, Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 3. 
1964—Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 1, Igor Plechanov (U.S.S.R.) 2, Ove Fundin (Sweden) 3. 
1965—Bjorn Knutsson (Sweden) 1, Igor Plechanov (U.S.S.R) 2, Ove Fundin (Sweden) 3. 
1966—Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 1, Sverre Harrfeldt ((Norway) 2, Antoni Woryna (Poland) 3. 
1967—Ove Fundin (Sweden) 1, Bengt Jansson (Sweden) 2, Ivan Mauger (New Zealand) 3. 
1968—Ivan Mauger (New Zealand) 1, Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 2, Edward Jancarz (Poland) 3. 
1969—Ivan Mauger (New Zealand) 1, Barry Briggs (New Zealand) 2, Soren Sjosten (Sweden) 3. 
1970—Ivan Mauger (New Zealand) 1, Pawl Walozek (Poland) 2, Antoni Woryna (Poland) 3. 


1971—Ole Olsen (Denmark) 1, Ivan Mauger (New Zealand) 2, Bengt Jansson (Sweden) 3. 
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